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WHY TEACH TRASH?
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Let’s Reduce and Recycle: A Curricu-
lum for Solid Waste Awareness con-
tains a series of activities intended

to increase students' awareness of
the impacts of garbage on the envi-

ronment, and to teach them about
waste prevention and recycling tech-
nigues.  Although the curriculum fo-

cuses on trash, it also addresses other
environmental concemns (such as air and water
quality), as well as the social and economic issues
assoclated with environmental pollution.

Garbage, and the way we choose to manage it, is
an environmental issue that has been gaining at-
-tention in recent years, both within the classroom

* 8 & & % & & % 0 @ ® B @

and in the nation as a whole. Ameri-

cans generate more trash than any
other country in the world, and the
amount of garbage we create is
steadily increasing each year.

Not only is trash a highly visible is-
sue, but it is also one with which
every student can relate since EVERYONE

generates trash. For this reason, "teaching trash" in
the classroom is an excellent way to introduce stu-
dents to environmental issues in general, to the con-
cept that we all share a responsibility for protecting
and maintaining our planet, and to the recognition
that through our lifestyles and behaviors each one
of us can make a difference.
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